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‘General. 


Je The reorganization of the border guard forces committed along the Csechosio~ 
vakian-Bavarian border began in October 1950. The SNB units previously 
employed in border guard duty were replaced by PS (Pohranicni straz) 
units which were activated from army units reassigned to the PS and from 
personnel of the former SNB border guard units. Units which were reassipned 
to the PS in the fall of 1950 included the h6éth Inf Bn in As, the 6lth Inf 
Bn in Tobezevice, the 66th Inf Bn in Vimperk and the 77th Inf Tn in Karlovy 
Vary. In April 1951, all former SMB men in active service with PS units were 
promoted to the rank of junior Lieutenant rerardless of their previous rank 
and were dropped from the lists of the SUB. A substantial number of recruits 
inducted in the fall of 1950 were reassigned to the PS brigades upon completion 
of a short pericd of basic training with infantry regiments. The whole re= 
organization resulted in a substantial increase of the personnel agsisned to 
border guard duty along the Bavarian border. 


Organization and Subordination. 
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2. The Hich Command of PS untts has the designation[__—samd is located §=95x1¢C 
in Prarue, It moved from the former Police Barracks in Prague-Vrsovice to 
Pracue-Smighov in December 1950. The headquarters has been under the command 
of Colonel Hlavacke (fnu) since the spring of 1951 and is subordinate direct~ 
ly to the Ministry of Internal Security. 

3, Five PS brigades are stationed along the Bavarian border. They include the 
1st Brie in Cheb, the 2d Brig in Plana, the 3d Brig in Pobegovice, the hth 
Brig in Susice and the Sth Brig in Volary. “ach brigade is believed to 
consist of four PS battalions on guard duty, and one replacement or training 
battalion. The brigade headquarters units include a cuard unit, a signal 
unit, a motor transport unit and a labor unit, each ef which is of 
either company or platoon strength and has an average strength of 30 to bo 

- men. There have been indications that engineer, mortar and heavy machine pun 
units belong to the individual brigades. There is the possibility that the 
PS brigades have not yet attained a uniform organizational structure . 


he The battalions assigned to border guard duty are consecutively numbered within 


the brigades fron the 1st to the th. Most of the battalions have 5 companies 
on border duty, 1 reserve company and 1 headquarters company’, with the latter 
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consisting of a cuard platnen, a labor platoon, 1 communications platoon 
and a metor transport nlatoon. The averave PS battalion fuaris a border 
sector of about 15 km, The sectors of the PS battalions in ‘Nranice and 
is have net been determined. They apparently face Bavarian territory as 
well.as the territory of the Soviet Zone of Cernany. 


The structure of the PS brigade and battalion headquarters has net beer 
determined, Officer posts at bricade and battalion headquarters include these 

of commanding officer, adjutant, chief of staff, political officer, DOZ 

officer, indoctrination officer, youth activities officer, suprly officer, 

motor transport officer, administrative officer, cipher officer and medical. - 
officer. Only brirade headquarters has an ad@itional enfineer officer and 25X1 
personnel officer; and only battalion headquarters has an additional. ordnance 
officer, Senior FCOs soratimes fill officer nosts at the battalion Level 


Personnel and Strenrth, 
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Since the fall of 1950, the PS units have been receiving draftees out of the 
normal classes of recruits. Draftees of the 1929 and 1936 classes were 
inducted into the Ps training units in July 1951 and distributed to the PS 
companies in the fall of 1951. Personnel from PS units are discharred only 
in the fall of each year, anc it is fairly definitely believed that the tern 
of service with the PS units amounts to 2 years and 3 months, 


Since the fall of 1951, the streneths of PS companies have been raised from 
about LO men to an averare of [CO or 60 men, so that each PS battalion has an 


averare strenrth of 25 men, The strenth of a PS bricade headquarters, inelud— 
ing ites headquarters units anc the training battalion, is estivated at CoO 
to 7CO. The five brirades comritted to border ruard duty alons the Bavarian 


border are therefore believed to have a total strencth of 11,000 to 12,000. 


During the initial perind cf their existence, the PS units includec Slovaks, 
Sometines as many as hO percent of their total strength. The nurber of Slovaks 
was gradually reduced to about 10 percent of the comand, probably because 

of the numerous deserti ons hy members of this ethnic erounp. It is believed that 


the pregram under vhich Slovalts were replaced hy Czechs has heen virtually 
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comsleted. 


LO. 4 is conspicucus that the Pt un‘ts are comvanded and staffed by officers 
whose rank is ont of preportion to the mests they fill. For example, 
brigades are commanded by cartains and battalions and companies by Lieutenarts. 
A number of brigade commancers were detached to the U.S.S.R. to attbend 
training courses in the fall of 1951, 


weenona, Equisment and Uniforms. 
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li, The PS units are armed with Czech rifles and forrer German model 9f rifles, 
model Lf=A and model 8-3 subrachine runs and pistels, An averare company 
nas in addition 3 to G light rachine suns of model 26 and 1 heavy rachine 
gun of model 37. There may be O2em mortars. with the bricade headquarters 
ueite, Cid German ras masks have been occasionally sbserved with PS units, 


1lé@, The PS units are not fully noetorized, but have only as wary moter vehicies 
as are required to maintain loristical supnort and to wale components of 
the units truck-oerme in case rf ererrency. Bach P° company has 1 sedan and 
1 motorcycle; a battalion headquarters usually has l, trucks, lk sedans and 
several motoreycless a bricade headquarters usually has about 19 trucks, 
“1O sedans an? 10 mnotoreyeles, 


230 All PS units can be reached by telephone, The televhone net even orovides 
for intra=unit connections. Comrunication between the brieade and its 
battalions as well as anen= the battalions can alse be effected by radlo. 
Keach PS brigade is connected with ny tLeLetsrpe., 25X1C 


Li, ALL PS personnel wear a standard uniforn, They have dress uniforns with red= 
bordered sreen eraulets anc a dorcts head enblem on the lapels, The service 
uniforms display only the do's head emblem on the lapels 


Reorder Control, 
15, The individual PS companies ruard a border stretch af about 3 km on an averace, 
- wiieh is controlled by either patrols ory more frequently, by stationary 
rests of 2 or 3 men. ach company also has several trained GOS, 
16, A string of field fortifications is being established along: the entire 
border, Reports from numerous PS battalion sectors mentioned a barren strip 
raked so that the footprints of illeral border crossers are revealed, AT 
obstacles, mine fields, wire en angclerents, and ficld positions: which 
socetines include underrround shelters, 


l?. The berder zene vhich extended to a depth of 6 to £ km rrior to L Neverber 1997, 
s been divided inte an rff limits sone parallel to the boarder having a 

width of 200 to 500 reters and a subsequent berder zene extending within 
Czechoslovakia for 5 or 6 Ine ALL personnel other than PS personnel whe 

entered the of f Limits zone hac 4n he escorted Sy a member nf the PS comparyr 


s 


in charge, SMO stations vere lrcated behind the border zone only » 


it has been reported that there aro nians providine Sor mitual emnlaynent of 
PS units and army units stationed near the border in case of maior berder 
incidents, The army onits concerned can be alerted by PS authorities. In case 
of war, the PR units have the rission of defending the berder until the 
arrival of rerular army units. 
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Central of the other Burders of Czechoslovakia. 
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19, PS brigades are also believed to be statiened on all Czechoslovakian borders 5 
For example, two PS brirades have been identified in Karlovy Vary and Co 
Rudejovice respectively, But it is believed that PS units alone those 
borders are more thinly spread than en the border facine Bavaria, 


25X1C 
25X1A * [ bments Sor_a list of PS brigades and bettalions with their 
25X1C as far as they have been determined, see Annex 
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